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March 10, 2004

The Honorable Gordon R. England
Secretary of the Navy

1000 Navy Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20350-1000

Dear Secretary England:

We are writing to ask that the Navy properly recognize the
Naval Reservists who bravely responded to the Baltimore Harbor
water taxi accident.

America now knows the story of the water taxi that capsized
in the Baltimore Harbor on Saturday, March 6. A mild afternoon
became a nightmare as a sudden storm arose. A water taxi
capsized, sending 25 people into the freezing cold water.

Some of them did not survive. Two people have already lost
their lives, and a third remains in intensive care. Three
people are still missing. We mourn these losses knowing that
they could have been much worse.

We hope that you realize that 20 people are alive today
because of the gquick response and heroism of officers and
sailors from the Naval Reserve Center at Fort McHenry. One of
them saw the water taxi capsize and sounded the alarm.
Reservists immediately responded by launching their emergency
vessel. They were the first to arrive on the scene. They threw
ropes and life vests to the survivors. Some sailors heroically
jumped into the stormy waters to rescue people trapped under the
vesgsel. Others used the boat to pull victims to safety. They
treated the victims, giving some of them CPR.

SUITE 400 SUITE 202 SUITE 406 SUITE 1, BLDG. B
1629 THAMES STREET 60 WEST STREET 6404 IVY LANE 94 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 1201 PEMBERTON DRIVE
BALTIMORE, MD 21231 ANNAPOLIS, MD 214012448 GREENBELT, MD 20770-1407 HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740-4804 SALISBURY, MD 21801-2403
(410) 962-4510 (410) 263~1805 (301) 345-5517 (301) 7972826 (410) 546-7711

http://mikulski.senate.gov/




The Honorable Gordon R. England

March 10, 2004
Page 2

Mr. Secretary, we ask you to formally recognize the rapid
and heroic action of these Naval Reservists. They have truly
demonstrated their readiness and ability to serve our nation.

Sincerely,
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United States Senator
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