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WASHINGTON, DC - House Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer (MD) released the following
statement today on the passing of Sen. Edward M. Kennedy:

&quot;Today, America mourns the death of Sen. Ted Kennedy. He was one of the most
dynamic and influential legislators in our Nation's history, and his legacy will live on in the work
of the colleagues he inspired, and in the lives of the millions of Americans for whom his passion
for social justice made a difference. My thoughts and prayers are with his family and friends;
even though this day was anticipated, I am sure that little can soften the blow.

&quot;Throughout his final illness, Sen. Kennedy was privileged to have the best doctors and
the best treatment. But he never forgot, in this as in all cases, those who were not similarly
privileged: those waiting hours in emergency rooms this morning for a doctor's care; those who
went to sleep last night unsure that they were covered, uncertain that their families could cope
with the financial burden of an illness. For their sake, health care reform was the cause of Ted
Kennedy's life. For their sake, and his, it must be the cause of ours.&quot;
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